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Dear Mr. Merritt:

Approved For Release 2002/07/29 :

CIA-RDP80B01676R003600140034-3

ER: 60-7075/A
STAT

£

Mr. Dulles has asked me to acknowledge and thank you for
your letter of 7 September 1960 concerning the cass of Mr. Francis

G, Powers.

1 would like to mention that Powers was over & hundred days
in solitary confinement without access to family, {riends, his own
legal advisors, or any United States Embassy representative prior
to his trial, that undoubtedly the Soviets had drummed into his mind
what they wished to come out at the trial, and that this can be done
and be effective sven short of the techniques of "brain washing. "

Furthermore, even though the trial itself is over, Powers is
still a prisoner of the Soviet, and we should be carsful in our
comments that we do nothing to make his ewn situation more

difficult.

While I am aware that the above does not fully answer all the
points you have raised, 1 hope you will find it helpful and I only
wish that I could be more responsive, but at this time it would not
be in the interests of the prisoner nor of national security to do so.
I might add that there is no evidence to support the suggestion
quoted in paragraph three of your letter.
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Sincerely,
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Mr. E. Merritt’

Dear Mr. Merritt:

‘Mr. Dulles has asked me to acknowledge and thank you for
your letter of 7 September 1960 conceraing the case of My. Francis
G. Powers.

i1 weuld like to mention that Powers was over a hundred days
in solitary confinement without access to family, friends, his own
legal advisors, or any United States Embassy represeantative prior
to his trial, that undoubdtedly the Soviets had drummed into his mind
what they wished to come out at the trial, and that this can be done
and be effective even short of the techniques of "brain washing. "

Furthermore, even though the trial itself is over, Powers is
still a prisoner of the Soviet, and ws should be careful in our
comments that we dnnthing&omah his ewn situation ssore
difficult,

While I am aware that the above does not fully answer all the
points you have raised, I hope you will find it helpful and I only
wish that I could be more responsive, but at this time it would not

- b in the interests of the prisoner nor of national security to de se.
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Dear Nr. Merritt:
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could be more responsive, dut at this time it would not be in the interests
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Allan W. Dulles

T ‘ Director
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Sept.7, 1960.

Director,
Central Intelligence Administration,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I enclose a few clippings from the St.Louis Globe Democrat showing how
these people feel about Powers and his actions.

vhen we first heard of the incident, we also heard that he was supposed t¢
destroy himself and plane rather than get into the hahds of the Russiens.CPYRGHT
Yot later on no mention of these facts was heard.

I quote from Bob Consédine column|" 4 friend just called and said that there
CPYRGHT wvas now reason to beliewe that Poffers is a double agent:That he was not shot
down, but landed the spy plane atfsverdlvosk and turned his pictures over
to his real bosses (the Russians)flafter taking us for $2500.00 a month, plus
a +50,000.00 bonus per “rip." 1s Tatner has said he did not think he mas
B8NOT dowm.

siany people Jbesides writing ;think the same thing about Powers; at least

he was most unpatriotic doing and saying what he did, and the people in
Jashington are certainly very generous with our, the taxpapers', money.

He did not obey orders and should nct be paid while in Russia. He should not
be allowed back in our country eveqﬁnd far stricter screening snould be taken
of any one in your department.

Sincerely,

STAT Cf:762%€h/mézz; A
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THT:&pes ‘Other u-2 Pilots

To the Editor:

The editorial “Not Like Na-
than Hale” certainly expressed
my convictions regarding an
event much in the news lately.
During the past several years
more than one GI received a
bullet in the back of his head
(at $50 per month, not $30,000
per year) for getting caught
behind enemy lines.

It is a sad commentary on
Mr. Powers’ patriotism that
when he had the world listen-
ing to him he was unable or
unwilling to give a witness to
our American way of life. The
fact that he was sorry and now
comes begging Khrushchev for
mercy indicates—to me, at least
_the attitude of a small boy

g}g‘ 58 s
% FEC) Mo
who is crying because he can’t
have his cake and eat it, too.
1 sincerely hope that other
flyers on similar missions are
AMERICAN MEN and not boys.
RALPH E. BUREMAN
Assistant Editor A
THE CHRISTIAN
Beaumont and Pine bl.

002107/20 AIA RedbB0

gays Sympath

To the Editor:

-')‘, .
Are Men—Not Boys

“Not | Lixe Nat?rxla.n I}{ale": 1
ree: and wonder how out
:fen and their families in SAC
and those in the other defensa‘
services feel when they read
of the cowardly whining for
pity by Francis Powers and
his family. .
The men in our services pe-
form their dangerous job of
defending our country and our
freedom at 2 fraction of $30,-
000 & year. Many make great
sacrifices, both persongl and
financial, 1o remain in the
service. Theé widows and or-
phans of the many men shot
down over international and
United States waiers and ter-
ritories must have 2 ver%
special sympathy for this wel
id hero.
pa\‘\(lle had better thank God and
he ever grateful for these
courageous and unselfish men

who protect our

little pay and little whining.
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y for Powers Is

DORRIE REISENLEITER.
» 3912 Harrison ave.
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Misplaced
The ‘Who' of

Pn‘lrors’ Case
To the Editor:

Your editorial “Not Lik
than Hale,” was refreshin
excellent. The U-2 episod
Francis Power’s actions
caused wonder and amaze
So very true your Ww¢
Powers and now his f
have done an enormout
service to the nation,

The question is—how
this happen? Who was di
responsible for the select
this men? Who was 1t
sible fcr bhriefing hi
poorly? Who is this aut
_who can put a civilian p
an Air Force plane? W
_this authority in Wash
who issucs the statemen
Powers will receive $30
year so long as he rom;
prisoner? Who has the
limited American tar
funds tn hire personnel
love of money exceeds
otisim?

Central Intelligence A
for whom Powers was w

sting a thorough i
eation of C.T.A, and have
nn place.  Could be th
American people should ;
hind tham.

JAMES L.
Webster Groves

Hiop Powers” 8al
To the .

Your editorial, “Not
Nathan Hale,” hit the n
the head. I wish every /
can could have read it. F
embarrassed our Preside
our country and every /
can tc save his own hid
will never know how m:
our “War Dead" died be
they would not reveal
small szcrets to the enc

Tt makes me sick tn
that part of my tax dolla
ha spont to pay Powers'
while he is in prison. 1
The Gobe - Democrat
with the various Vetera
panizations wauld take th
to stop Powers' salary wh
is in Russia,

Stand on Spics
To the E r:

] your Francis P
editorial; if, as you st
spy doecs what re does,
the I undeistanding th
country cannct and wi
by the nature of his duty
behind him if he 1s ca
why have you and the
iormty of the nation's
checed the President’
cision tn fake personal 1
sibility tor the U-2 fligh
is absolutely illogical to
behind a spy's missior
then to disclaim the sp
can't, won't and didn't
' ATAN H. SPEARD

721 Qlive st.




